
September 5, 2020 

  
Dear Garden City School Community, 
  
As we look ahead to the first day of school on Tuesday, we are thrilled to be opening our doors 
to students. It is hard to believe that our halls have been quiet for the past six months – so 
much has changed since mid-March when we were forced to close our doors. Whether your 
child is returning to school in-person or will be connecting virtually full-time, we are excited to 
welcome your children back! After months of planning for a safe reopening, I am confident that 
we are ready to open on Tuesday and look forward to the year ahead. 
  
Our teachers returned this week and have been preparing to welcome your children and learn 
about new protocols and procedures.   Not only was I proud to witness the camaraderie and 
collaboration among our staff, but I was grateful to see their excitement to be back. I know they 
are eager, like me, to get the new year underway.  

Our district will be using the Anonymous Alert mobile APP for the daily health screening. 
Parents will be asked to complete this screening every morning for the days your child is 
present at school - Daily COVID-19 Screening for Students .  The APP will ask you about COVID 
related symptoms, travel, and possible exposures to COVID positive individuals. It will require a 
daily temperature check.   

If this has not been completed by the time your child arrives at school, they will undergo a 
temperature check and health screening prior to going to class. We ask for your cooperation in 
completing this to help avoid delays in the morning.   Information to download the APP will be 
forthcoming.  If at any time, your child is sick or is exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms, you must 
keep your child home. 

All students must wear masks on the bus and in school. Cloth and single use surgical (disposable 
paper) masks are acceptable. The mask should be secured snugly by ear loops or ties. Students 
should come to school with a back-up mask (stored in a bag to keep it clean). Schools will have 
paper masks available in the event masks are lost or damaged. 

With the long weekend, please be mindful of your travel plans. Currently, there are 33 
states  that are travel restricted, which can be found here.  Governor’s order mandates that 
anyone returning from travel to these states must quarantine for 14 days. 
  
Please expect some delays next week with arrivals and dismissals as we implement our new 
procedures.  
  
As I communicated to staff this week, our district’s goal for this year is to be flexible, patient 
and kind. This is my challenge for the entire school community as we navigate a year that will 
be different than last September. While we have prepared meticulously for our reopening, 
there are bound to be bumps in the road. We will face challenges this year that we have never 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gardencity.k12.ny.us%2Fdomain%2F1228&data=02%7C01%7Cmelikianr%40gcufsd.net%7C1c0e918e225a4ca470ec08d8512e8524%7C0be0077b9053451185896af16777c5ed%7C0%7C0%7C637348607535753554&sdata=t55h5Whz%2Fb%2BWNCTmWdVE3ch%2BUbvyKW1wUPl0Yj9gR0k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcoronavirus.health.ny.gov%2Fcovid-19-travel-advisory&data=02%7C01%7Cmelikianr%40gcufsd.net%7C1c0e918e225a4ca470ec08d8512e8524%7C0be0077b9053451185896af16777c5ed%7C0%7C0%7C637348607535753554&sdata=cpT2CW0XI7Scwmlu%2FD6tpLauZiB9%2FZAAc5Ie47ak%2BFU%3D&reserved=0


encountered before. This is to be expected; however, we will be better prepared to deal with 
these situations if we are flexible, patient and kind – both to ourselves and others. 

Finally, we are mindful of the importance of making each school day an enjoyable and engaging 
for our students. Our opening days will be devoted to making connections, establishing new 
routines, and welcoming students back. Please remember that this is new for all of us. Our 
students, teachers and all staff will be working in ways we never have before. We are all 
committed to learning and improving each day. 

Enjoy the long holiday weekend and we look forward to welcoming our students on Tuesday! 

  
Sincerely, 
  
Kusum 

  
Kusum Sinha, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


